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" "Juliano. Ozr Serpi#EXagphosr Theophilns: : 
3019.4 Y T beeph am heartily glad tg ſee you 
K + 7aliano , the rather for that I was lately in- 
formed you were dead. 7 = 
Juliano. How ? dead | have people talks me into a Ghoſt ? Flg 
eenrus tothe Preregative and enter 4 Caveat my ſelf, leaft (one © 
K xwve or other foould take Aaminiffration of my Eftate. Dead ! ,, 
1 proteft I kzow ne bufineſs I foal bave in the other World this fifty 
£ . - Jeers : There's norhing in Nature 1hate ſo much as dfing thi; cold 
2 \- weather , fortruly I conceive a Tomb , thongh made of Xarble, 
"axd placed in the Chancel, but a damp antewerd Loagirg , befiacs 
3t jields no good company , for the men ls/e their Sexces beforg they 
come thither ; and as faq as the women bave been there @ while, 
they all grow flat-nes'd. © 
T heoph. I perceive you mind dying but little ; but if you 
fear catching cold in your Graye, you were beſt charge your 
Executor to Þury you Legally in Flannel : however I doubt 
- . you may have more reaſon to aprehend burning torments,than 
** "Cold, for Thear you ate dead Spirityally : I mean, Twice dead 
and plpcks wp by the rents, as the Apoſtle Phraſes it ;:That you 
EERSOST : Mc * ; '* have: 
= T *-4 


— 


CY 


; ; (3) 
have forfeited your Diſcretion, caſt your Reaſon over-board) 
and abandon'd your Religion. 

Juliano. Ihate diſſembling, and muſt own my ſelf 4a Roman9 
Catholick. | 
' Theeph. Can you hate Diſſemulation; and yet own at the 
ſame time a Religion that is made up of nothing but Frauds, 
Cheats, and Delufions: That very Title Reman Catholique, is 
2 Falicy, or atbeft an Abſurdity in Terminis ; for (ince the 
Englifs, and proper lignification of the Word Cathelique is no 
more then general or univerſal : tojoyn Rewe to it , iS an in«- 
ſignificant Bull, and as pure non-ſence, asto ſay a particular, 
Univerſal, or a general Individual. 

Juliano. 7 bal wet quarrel with you about words; I am 4 mem? 
ber of the Church of Rome, that Mother Church where trxe Re- 
ligion has flouriftt ever ſince it was firſt plantedtbere , by the Apo= . 
files in au nninterwpted Succefſion: that Church to which our Savi-- 
oxr has given Privileage to be the infallible fudge of all Contreger-= 
ſer,ard promiſed,the gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt it. 

T heoph. Alas Sir ! you boaſt of the Casket when the Jewels 
are gone ; The Charch of Rome, ſailing under the merry gale 
of Earthly pomp and proſperity , has long fince diſcharged 
ber ſelfof that rich Laden ſhe was fraught with , when ſhe 
Traded for Souls under the Fathers of the Primitive Ages, 
there having ſince been ſuch a ſucceſſion of Imperious great- 
neſs in. that Chair, that Rowe is more like the proud triumph- 
ant Chappel of Antichri!t, than the pocr militant Church of 


Fulizno. The Primary over the Afeftles and Spirit of infubili- 
- tity was delivered to Peter , and thence conveyed aonen in his (uc- 
cefſors BiSops of Rome, [0 that there could be no ſuch Apoſtacy 4s 
08 rreterd. | | » 

T heeph. Theſe parivolous pretences are eali:y confutedzbut 
r.ot!0enter into a tedicus Diſcourſe, I ſhall only ask you this 
ſerious Queſtion, tir ce you can caſt your eyes upon no ſtory 
where the villary of Popes is not largely diſcovered, how can 
you conceit that the pure Spirit of God ſhould endow with 
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aafelibility of jadgement, Monſtcrs ſo viſibly debauch'd?or how 
can you believe the Holy Ghoft, which uader the Law forbad 
all impuricy,tbough in outward Ceremony.ſhould now ufder 
the brighter light of the. Goſpel ſufter himſelf ro be poured 
out of one unclean veſſel, into another, beginning again with 
2 Conjurer, where be left off with a Sodowite ? 

Juliano. 7 carer believe any Pages were ever guilty of (ach 
Crimes, or if they were, theſe are ftill perſenal Tufirmities. 

Theeph. Burt moſt groſs ones in thoſe that blaſphemenſly 
ſtile themſelves 7 heir Holmneſſes, und impudently boaſt to the 
world that they cannet err, nor can deny the truth of their 
impictics, 2s to matter. of fat without proclaiming your ewn 
noranceia Hiſtory. my ' 
- Julizno. Traly Sir, yox know I a but 4 Lay-man, and de net 
pretend roo mach Reading. | 

T heopb. The firter to imbrace a Religion, wheſe chiefcf ſup- 
port is —_— : Bat for your information, I care net if 
draw a ſhort Hiſtorical Scheme of your Romiſh Church, thar 
you may ſce by what means and degrees it firſt intruded to 
that Grandeur , with the gawdy Luftre whereof your eyes 
have been ſo far dazled,as te chuſe a Cloud for Juno, change 
2 Diamerd for a Briſtsl-ſtone, and forſake the true Spouſe of 
Chrift, to wantonize in the embraces of a painted Harlec. 

Juliano. I «ni ſatisfied with my choice, yet care net if I give you 
the bearing, ſince you will needs take non you as a Detter. 

T heeyb. Thus then, after the piety of ſome primitive Biſhops 
of Reme, augmented by the Came of that Imperial City had 
purchaſed them reputation, ſo that they got firft to be Arch- 
Biſhops, then Patriarchs , and at laft te che Papal Title ( A 
name 'tis theught derived 2 nefe patey Parriarcheram) which 
for Brevity was written P« pe.) They ſoon began to change 
their piety for promotion, and takeing the advantage of new- 
kindled zeal, whereby they led Princes and people at plea- 
fare ; they had the opportunity to carve themfelves almoſt 
what power or Riches they lift. But as policy can ſeldome 
wread long in that narrow path that guides re Heaven, ſo 
IT 


5) 
at laſt it led them into a World of Impieties , by encroach- 
ing ander precence of Religion, upon higher {4 uriſdiction 
and power, than could belong to ſubje&s, which they co- 
lour'd as the Donations of Princes, who had indeed ne bet- 
ter Titles rotheir Crowns than Uſurpation on the weakneſle 
of the former pefſeſſors : And were therefore glad of the 
Popes proteQion , becauſe people out of Ignorance eſteemed 
thoſe moſt juſt that were met farour'd by the Clergy. Thus 
a bargain was oftendriven for mutual aſliftance berween U- 
ſurpers and the Pope, who in his approbations diligeatly 
Jaid up their petitions, and his grants to remain as preſt= 
dents whereby to guide to peſterity.. lhe Cloud of Ignor- 
z#nce then covering the World, was a great help to keep their 
Juggling undiſcovered ; that little learning extant, was 
wholly included in Monaſtick Cells ; who took the opper- 
tunity to make moſt Beoks ſpeak in their favour : which be- 
ing only a few Manaſcripts might eakily be effeted. Beſides 
the Clergy were kept unmarried on purpoſe, that being free 
from al ether obligations, _ mighe ſolely intend the 
promoting their own Intereſt, (which they called the power 
and Immunities ef the Church) So that in time by the Indul- 
gence of good, and neceſlity of wicked and Illegitimate prin- 
ces , they freed their whole ſociety from the temporal Juriſ- 
dition : And now having purchaſed Eaſe, Honour, and Im- 
punity ; ſuch as were Poor, Guilty, or Ambitious, Lifted: 
thermſeives of their fellowſhip, and being for the moſt part of 
the beſt Abilities, foon learned the skill ſ@ to work on the con- 
ſciences of dying people affrighted with their ſins., that rhe 
Church was left Neir of the beſt part of Chriſtendome. Nor 
did they only make uſe of the profitable errors lefc them by 
their fore-fathers, but brought in new ones ef their own con- 
jets, «pry. thera with the ſplendid Tyrtles of things nc+ 
celary,and of Religious uſe : Thus Images came to be Idoliz- 
ed,the Cognizance of the Croſs made a Tutelary God, looking. 
no higher in their Extremities, and the blefled Saints ſcanda- 
lized with the worſhip given to them, and their Reliques. 
[07 , 
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This 3 fire is kindled 1n purgatory, only to maintain that in 
the Popes Kitchin, confeſlien is deviſed as a pick-lock to giſ- 
cover each mans ſecrets, pardons for all paſt ſins, and Indul- 
Sences for never ſo many to come, are publiquely Expoſed,and 
1n brief all Religion almoſt made ſubſervient eo their Poli- 
cics & curſed Avarice, whilſt the Monks and all ſorts of Fry- 
ers are daily promoted and armed with Immenſe priviledges, 
as a trong and faithful Militia in all Countries for the Sea 
of Rome,yet fed and paid by the reſpeRive Princes,that tame< 
ly ſuffer themſclves to be enſlaved by Popith Tyranny. To cen- 
clude moſt of the things in diſpute, which you would Impoſe 
oQ our Church concera, either profit or honour ; and were 
brought in by the ſubtilePreiſts lovg lince the primitive times, 
taking advantage from the Ignorance of preceeding Ages,nor 
can ſuch Papitts as are wiſe converſant in Hiſtory , and ac- 
quainted with the preſent practice of the Court of Rome, but 
be fouly ſuſpeRed of Artheiſme, becauſe conſcience can ever 
be perſwaded again!t a convinceing experience. 

Juliano. Sure you have rail a your ſelf ont of breath by this time 
Ar 4ixft the Poze , but [ cannot now land to anſwer your Invetive 
ſtory particularly, haveing /oyte occaſions that oblige me to take my 
leave. 

T heoph. I ſhall freely diſmiſs you, only delire you would be- 
fore you go, favour me with ſome brief Relation, how ycu 
carne to be thus ſeduced, winnew and ſift your heart , to End 
out what thrcw-you into this Abiſs. He thar falls into the wa- 
ter by breaking through the Ice,muſt riſe where he fell, or tc 
is loſt beyond recovery. 

Jaliano. Tray Sir, [ came to embrace the Catholigne Rel'gion, 
4s it were by accident, being about two Aorth; ago, «at my Cozent 
Efquire Preiftridden's,afrer Dinner being very merry; Topeing off 
three or fexr dezen Boitles of wine-, with two ftrazge Gentlemen, 
that beppen'd to be there , one of them began by degrees to feel my 
priſe as to Religion, and did applaud the Romith Church as the one!y 
certain trac ealie and orthodox way,and [0 far decyy the proteftart, 
that I win then had more mind to fleep than difutc,krew not _— 
A ire oo an ; what 


what to anſwltr, and at laſt FULLY Company plying me ſo hard at 
once with flrong Arguments,and ful Glaſſes, that I ſeemingly con- 
ſented; wherenpon next day the two Gentlemen ( who as I may tel 
you ander the Roſe were 4 comple ef reveren'd Fathers of ric ſaciety 
of Jeſws ) came to my houſe, and there continued till they had come, 

leated my Converſion. 

TOP .A moſt excelleat method. Theſe ave the 7eſvites who 
compaſs Land and Sea for a proſelite, and bari:acrouſty cauſed 
more than a 1ecooo lilly Americans to be murthe. ed, to the 
diſgrace of Chriſtianty,I cannot but adm re ſo many of our 
Engliſh Gentry (in other things very Judicious) ſhould ſuffer 
themſelves to be rookt,oppreſt, enſl1ved, and often undone by 
theſe Egyptian Locnſts.I knew a young Gentleman of 2eo0!. 
a year » married not above three years ago into a Catkolike 
family,who by their art ſeduced him to theirReligion, where- 
upon he was continually haunted with ſach Shoals of theſe 
Roman Horſleaches, that preying continually on his mears, 
they ſoon brought his eſtate into a Conſumprion, and his .;ife 
dying,wheadled him to bettow the remainder on a Colledge of 
theirs, & Imare himſelf for the wretched remainder of his 7 ife 
in a Monaſtery : thus they bought their Pallace at Dxulen:yr, 
with the vaſt portion of a ghoft-led Adaid,who was forced atte: = 
wards to Live afflitedly upon their ſorry Alms,and repent of 
her miſtaken Charity. Thus their Abbey of Lanſpriag, they 
ſubtlely recovered from the Zutherzns, ſo they fool'd a doat- 
ing old Abbot with falſe Alarms out of England,rill he Inveſt- 
edthem in their Colledge at Doway,& purchiſel their ſump- 
tuqus Houſe at Parzs,by a trick no leſs Impious and fraudu- 
lent.In brief, Treaſon,Rebellion, Fraud, Deceit, and Circum- 
ventian bevebin their continual ſtudy,lizre Loyola hatcht them 
into the world. concerning which 1 ſhall. only cell you one 
ſtory;ard then refer you to your occalions. Once upon a time, 
(for fo all tales uſe to beg n) owe was with-child., ard ſhe 
brought forth her eldeft Son. The BenediRtine Monk, to him as 
Heir ſhe gave her Lands, ſhe remain'd free a while , butat 
laſt ſhe was with child again, and brought into the Light 
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Pemiaices a FR Franciſcan Fryers the firſt ha- 
oradrk beſtowed her Lands, fhe gave certain Honſes & 
Moneys.by way. of preg other (having riow rorking 
L_ Sd © Yalletandſerhim eur of wore beggin 2 
| lear again for a confideradletitue,, til ut ! the was. 
mere Monuntzin-big,the long'd, he ITY : the Joo 
ath ſhort, and Phe ſtore ep wh be faces but in 
Celia ye the. World a Luſty pier | 
Yon beter *d from —_ 
ebich Wat interpreted an omen of Shue ck. 
Mes lanes Fx ey felis, and his Mother baring given away 
rand all; took bim np Ds 2 work 
DUES ri 4 Buctock, in4 94 fil, My Da 
Find fo he 25 done ever lince Ce raraaten x to _ de Der 
MecuRian of all places where he comes. 
. inns Fader in Debt 20-508 for this for) till our next meer- 
agile oe Fredric confuler your condition , and remember that 


ppb. I de cankider my own condition and pity yours. ; 
3he punifhment attending them who cura their” 

backs on ſacred truchs:rhey havevonce profeſſed, and-maie 

xy wide Lawof Ged by their x Traditions. 
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